The Office of the General Prosecutor of Ukraine has refused to punish the State Traffic Police officer who had beaten the editor of the “Road Control” newspaper
August 18, 2014
The Office of the General Prosecutor of Ukraine defies the fact that Alexey Kiriyenko, the editor of the “Road Control” newspaper, has been beaten by four State Traffic Police officers of the Kiev’s Dnyeprovskiy district. Such an answer was signed by Nikolay Gerasymyuk, the First Deputy General Prosecutor. According to the document received, the fact that Kiriyenko has been being accused of what he has not done for already four years doesn’t seem strange to the Office of the General Prosecutor of Ukraine.
We recall that, on the 19th of June, 2014, the head of the “Road Control” project Rostyslav Shaposhnikov, Alexey Kiriyenko and lawyer Viktor Smaliy attended a personal appointment with Vasiliy Kas’ko, the First Deputy General Prosecutor, having filed an application for ceasing the criminal prosecution of Kiriyenko and punishing the perpetrators. As evidenced in the video record of the appointment, Kas’ko admitted the violation and promised to respond to it immediately.

On the same day, July 19, Vitaliy Yarema reassigned the duties of the General Prosecutor and appointed Nikolay Herasymyuk, who used to be a Deputy Chief of the Enforcement Service, his deputy. By some means, the matter of “Road Control” moved to Herasymyuk, although Vitaliy Kas’ko was still holding the position of First Deputy General Prosecutor.
The answer of Nikolay Herasymyuk is that of astounding cynicism. The point is that within years 2011-2012 the Office of the General Prosecutor, headed by Pshonka, was consistently refusing to proceed in the matter of “Road Control” concerning the beating of Alexey Kiriyenko, having been affirming it in a number of court orders. In addition, the resolutions of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Dnyeprovskiy district were revoked on multiple occasions.
The core of the whole case is that on the 24th of Decemver, 2010, on Bereznyakovskya Street four officers of State Traffic Police of Dnyeprovskiy district, namely Tkachenko V.V., Vashchishen R.A., Homon A.M. and Domchenko O.V. assaulted Alexey Kiriyenko, who had previously video filmed their patrol vehicle violating traffic rules. They seized Kiriyenko’s cell phone, sunk it into the snow and, having cruelly beaten Alexey himself, took him to the District Police Station, where they drew up an administrative protocol based on Article 185 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences (wilful defiance).
THE RESTORED VIDEO OF THE ASSAULT:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4Dq7bk8B40
Being sure to delete all the evidence of the crime, the State Traffic Police officers wrote that Alexey Kiriyenko, giving a name of “Road Control”, “violated traffic rules deliberately, insulted the police officer with explicit words and started a fight” (everything in the style of the Ministry of Internal Affairs). Thereupon, the Justice of the District Court in Dnyeprovskiy district Kurylo A.V. condemned Alexey to a three-day administrative arrest. It was the head of the District Department of Internal Affairs in Dnyeprovskiy district, Chayka V.M., who asked to confine Kiriyenko for three days – he has been heading the District Department of Internal Affairs of Dnyeprovskiy district up to now.
A petition for appeal was then filed, which subsequently was being considered for a year (!) While the matter was proceeding, the video record from the cell phone destroyed by the police officers was finally restored. The video clearly shows the State Traffic Police officer Tkachenko V.V. approaching Kiriyenko on his own initiative and provoking a fight. When the Justice of the Court of Appeal Balatskaya saw the video, she was shocked, since the State Traffic Police officers had been attending court sessions and lying determinedly for the entire year!
As it follows from the court order, Kurylo’s resolution was revoked, and the materials on the matter were issued to the Central Internal Affairs Directorate of Ukraine in Kiev for internal investigation. However, instead of that, the material were issued again to the Directorate of Dneprovskiy district, the Head of which Chayka V.M. violated all the time limitations (since a protocol can be issued within only three months since the day it was drawn up), in 2012 having sent the administrative protocol based on the Article 185 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences again to the Court of Dneprovskiy district for reconsideration.
So far, as of the 18th of August, 2014, Alexey Kiriyenko is undergoing a trial under the administrative protocol dated December 24, 2010, for what he didn’t commit. The District Department of Internal Affairs of Kiev’s Dneprovskiy district acting through Chayka V.M. continues evenly backing the charges pressed against Kiriyenko, and the Office of the General Prosecutor doesn’t show a slightest worry about it. At the appointment with Kas’ko on the 19th of June, “Road Control” asked the Office of the General Prosecutor of Ukraine to charge a prosecutor to the court in order to protect Kiriyenko’s rights…
Nikolay Herasymyuk alleges that the Prosecutor’s Office is not allowed to intervene in judicial trial. However, it is directly stated in Article 250 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences that “the prosecutor, when supervising adherence and proper appliance of laws during proceedings in the matter of administrative violation, is allowed: to institute proceedings with regard to administrative violations; get acquainted with the materials on the matter; inspect the lawfulness over actions of participating bodies; take part in case hearing…”
By doing so, the Office of the General Prosecutor has deliberately disclaimed its legitimate right to participate in the matter of Alexey Kiriyenko, which can point only to one thing: the Office of the General Prosecutor of Ukraine is supporting the actions of State Traffic Police and of the Head of the District Department of Internal Affairs in Dneprovskiy district Chayka V.M. himself. Besides, the current General Prosecutor Vitaliy Yarema has started his career in the District Department of Internal Affairs of Dneprovskiy district specifically, having been working there for more than ten years…
Nikolay Herasymyuk states as though the Office of the General Prosecutor and the Prosecutor’s Office of Kiev have been earlier giving justified explanations on Kiriyenko’s matter. However, Herasymyuk bashfully conceals that the County Administrative Court of Kiev has considered on numerous occasions these “justified” explanations as such that violate the law. Nevertheless, the Office of the General Prosecutor has not fulfilled the court resolution of reconsidering the claims.
Undoubtedly, the case of Alexey Kiriyenko is less crucial that, for instance, the case of shooting down of the Maidan participants. But the responses of the Office of the General Prosecutor like this display this organ’s state of readiness to investigate the crimes of police officials. Beside, Nikolay Herasymyuk is the one appointed a general official concerning the case of demonstrators’ execution by Berkut. It is therefore no surprise, that half a year later none of the guilty ones is punished – and, obviously, won’t be punished.
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